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SUPER PIT — BLASTING PRACTICES 

2545. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

I refer to the photograph posted for viewing at http://www.robinchapple.org.au/node/460 entitled ‘2010-03-20 
KCGM Close Blast.pdf’ taken on 20 March 2010 at the KCGM operations commonly known as ‘the superpit’ in 
the Kalgoorlie region owned by Barrick Gold and Newmont, and ask — 

(1) With regards to the photographs referred to above, and given that a batter in this operations is 
around 33 metres in length, and therefore the distance between the shotfirers ute and the nearest edge of 
the mass blast is calculated at approximately 150 metres, does the Resources Safety Division of DMP 
consider this distance for this blast regarded as a safe exclusion zone for the shotfirers depicted in the 
photographs referred to on the left hand side in front of the light vehicle? 

(2) If yes to (1), why? 

(3) If no to (1), why not? 

(4) Given that some of the holes fired in the shot depicted in the photographs referred to in (1), are 
obviously charged more than the rest of the shot, therefore increasing the amount of flyrock and the 
distance that the flyrock travels, does the Resources Safety Division of DMP consider this distance of 
approximately 150 metres between the shotfirers and the edge of the blast to be safe? 

(5) If yes to (4), why? 

(6) If no to (4), why not? 

(7) Given that the management of KCGM has released reports claiming that they can control flyrock to 
within a distance as close as 50 metres from a blast, is the Resources Safety Division of DMP 
convinced that this distance of 50 meters is safe, and will any of the staff at the Department of Mines 
and Petroleum (DMP) inspectorate encourage and support any operators being expected by 
management in any mine in Western Australia to be within such an exclusion zone of a blast? 

(8) If yes to (7), why? 

(9) If no to (7), why not? 

(10) Can the Minister state what is the prescribed distance, if any, for the exclusion zone from a blast in any 
open pit in Western Australia in relation to the Mines Safety and Inspection Act 1994 and 
Regulations 1995? 

(11) Within the last 60 months have any complaints/concerns  have been received and/or recorded, either on 
the company’s internal reporting system or with the DMP inspectorate, concerning shotfirers and/or 
operators anywhere having near misses from flyrock produced by blasts at KCGM? 

(12) If yes to (11) — 

(a) how many complaints/concerns were received by management of the company; 

(b) on what date was each complaint/concern received; 

(c) what specifically was each complaint/concern about including the distance in metres of the 
exclusion zone from the blast; 

(d) what was done by the management of the company to resolve each issue; 

(e) how long did each issue take to resolve; 

(f) how many complaints/concerns were received by the DMP inspectorate; 

(g) on what date was each complaint/concern received; 

(h) what specifically was done by the DMP inspectorate to address each issue that was raised; and 

(i) when was each issue resolved? 

(13) In light of (1), (4),  (10), (12) and (13) — 

(a) have any sections of  the Mines Safety and Inspection Act 1994 and Regulations 1995 been 
breached; 

(b) which sections have been breached; and 

(c) what is the maximum penalty for each breach? 
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(14) Will the resident manager, or any other responsible persons at KGGM, be prosecuted for any breaches 
referred to in (13)? 

(15) If no to (14), why not? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

Please refer to parliamentary question 2516. 
 


